THE  DEFENCE   OF  DEMOCRACY
from one in a democratic society: the human essence,
to use Marx's expression, is not the same in those two
ensembles of social relations. The individual German
who in private intercourse appears to be frank and
gemutlick as ever is a strange psychological phenomenon:
he takes no responsibility for the regime under which
he lives, and affects to regard it as something remote
from himself, although his life is being far more inti-
mately shaped and controlled by the government than
ever before. The effect of this is quite different from
that of an autocratic and absolutist regime of the old
style, where the government really was remote from
the individual: it was certainly not controlled by him,
but neither did it control him. Under a semi-feudal
absolutism the life-process of the individual, though it
evolved within very narrow limits, was largely autono-
mous; under Nazi totalitarianism the autonomy is
surrendered to the extremest possible degree. The
difference is that National-Socialism is a regime based
on the conscious abandonment of responsibility by the
individual He deliberately de-individualizes himself,
or suffers himself to be de-individualized. The fan-
tastic lengths to which German propaganda can be
carried without provoking any intellectual' revolt is
one of the grimmest phenomena of the post-war world.
Herr Goebbels is a truly sinister figure in European
history.
But it is wishful-thinking which assures us that the
average German is unhappy under the new regime.
The German man has always had a respect and liking
for authoritative government, and has been for the
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